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[bookmark: _GoBack]Frank Alpine is the protagonist of this story who has done a lot of bad things in his life which he regrets and tries to make amends. For instance, he had earlier participated in robbing the Bober's grocery store and later went there looking for a job. Morris Bobber is wary of him since he is not the most trustworthy person and refuses to hire him. He however gets involved in an accident that forces him to allow Frank to manage his position in the grocery store temporarily. He works as a clerk and since he is not Jewish, the business seems to be fairing on well, which brings hope to the Bober family. He initially offers his help because he feels guilty for having robbed them in the first place. It is his way of trying to make amends. Morris finds Frank stealing and fires him. This makes Frank to rape Helen at the park, an action he regrets that makes him turn his life around for the better. He tries apologizing by staying close and repenting but the damage he has done is quite big such that the Bobers find it hard to give him a second chance. He even goes ahead and molds Helen a wooden rose as a sign of apology but Helen takes it and throws it away in the trash. This can be seen where Frank says ‘he smelt garbage on the bed’ that he couldn’t move out of it. Frank becomes a permanent employee of the store when Morris dies offering his outmost help to the Bobers. Helen learns to forgive him eventually but their relationship is never the same again. Helen finally forgives Frank for his wrongs because he has shown that he is becoming a better version of himself.
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